
CICADA FAST FACTS 

1. Cicadas can survive a huge fall as babies, or nymphs. 
They are about the size of a grain of rice when they drop 
from a tree branch to the ground and start digging. 

2. The loud whirring or buzzing sound you hear is an all-
male cicada chorus. (Females make a much quieter sound 
by flicking their wings.) Cicadas don’t sing at night, so 
don’t blame them if you can’t sleep. 

3. They’re true bugs (from the order Hemiptera). So you 
can call them a bug and be scientifically accurate. 

4. Most have red-orange eyes. But occasionally cicadas 
have blue, white or grayish eyes. Keep on the lookout. 

5. Females may be attracted to the sound of motors. So you 
get to watch your dad, mom or older sibling get swarmed 
while they’re using the lawn mower or power tools. 

6. Their short adult life is not unusual for bugs. The adult 
stage for many insects is only for finding a mate or moving 
to a new location. 

7. They improve lawns by digging tunnels that allow air 
into the soil. When they die, their rotting bodies put 
nitrogen into the soil. 




